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We are pleased to announce the four 2018-2019 John H. Haake Scholarship recipients. They are:

Lucas John Osia 
Aʹyanna Reneeʹ Tomlin 

Lindsey Nicole Sensensy 
Karlie Ann Reams

This is the 28th year the John H. Haake Scholarships have been awarded to deserving sons and daughters of 
letter carriers from Branch 343. We congratulate not only the students who participated in this year’s compe-
tition, but also their proud parents.

As in previous years we were in contact with Mrs. Barbara Anderson ex-
officio from NEA-St. Louis, who has served as our independent selection com-
mittee since the inception of the scholarship program back in 1990. Through 
the course of the evaluations we used the criteria outline in the John H. Haake 
Scholarship brochure to serve as our guideline. Candidates are required to 
provide copies of their high school transcripts, copies of their SAT or ACT 
scores, a letter of recommendation and a personal essay outlining the students’ 
hopes and aspirations. The independent committee from the NEA is then 
charged with selecting our four recipients.

Over the course of the last three years, there has been a dramatic decrease 
in the number of scholarship applicants. We are currently evaluating the 
causes of this steady decline in order to implement some much-needed chang-
es to the program.

Some have suggested that with the influx of so many new young hires over 
the last three years, they may not have high-school aged teenagers to apply. 
And the other end of the spectrum is that the older, mature letter carriers’ kids are already attending or 
have graduated from college. Suffice is to say the scholarship committee will be looking to make appropriate 
changes to stimulate greater participation next year.

One of the decided changes is that one of the four scholarships is going to be dedicated to a son or daughter 
entering a vocational school. We are a union and we realize that not all graduating seniors are interested in 
attending college. More importantly we recognize that there has been a significant drop-off in the number of 
people entering the trade unions. Therefore, we will be gathering information from the St. Louis Labor Coun-
cil to see how they award grants and scholarships to students entering apprenticeships. There will always be a 
need for skilled labor in the various trades including carpenters, electricians, plumbers, auto mechanics etc. 
We believe that earmarking one of our scholarships for a trade school will be beneficial to a son or daugh-
ter who would rather work with their hands than attend a four-year college. More information on the trade 
scholarship will follow in the coming months.

Our awards presentation took place at the regular branch meeting on April 12, 2018, and we were very 
pleased that all our awardees were present along with their parents. Each of the scholarship winners was 
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presented to the branch membership and a brief profile was read highlighting their accomplishments and 
their hopes for the future. (Profiles on the following pages). The recipients were then presented with a certifi-
cate from Branch 343 in recognition of their accomplishments and photos were taken to appear in the Mound 
City Carrier.

Each of our scholarships comes with a $1,500 stipend that will be deposited with the admissions office of 
the college or university where the student is enrolled for the fall semester 2018. The money can then be used 
in accordance with the scholarship policy to offset the cost of the student’s tuition, room and board, books, 
meals and other school related fees.

The scholarship committee was very impressed with the academic credentials of our applicants, as well 
as the leadership qualities exhibited in their extracurricular activities and the hopeful tone and insightful 
nature of their essays. Although only four of the students have been awarded scholarships, all the applicants 
are clearly winners. Regarding the actual selection of our scholarship winners, (as noted in our brochure), the 
decision of the judges is final.

Given the fact that our scholarship is not based solely on academic achievement (the criteria is outlined in 
our brochure), but on a well-rounded community service oriented candidate, we were pleased to see the diver-
sity of interests each of our applicants chose to participate in. Their willingness to take the time to help others 
demonstrates the depth of their commitment to their school, their church and their community. Each serves 
as an inspiration to their fellow students in their respective schools.

Finally, the scholarship committee would like to thank John Haake for his leadership and vision in estab-
lishing this program 28 years ago. The scholarship program had been a dream of John’s for many years and 
we cannot think of a more fitting recognition of his efforts to bring his dream to fruition than the fact that it 
bears his name.

Thanks also to Branch 343 President Robert Rapisardo, Exec. VP John McLaughlin and VP/Financial 
Secretary Brad Layton for their ongoing support and guidance in continuing the scholarship program. On a 
personal note I would like to recognize the dedication and commitment of my fellow scholarship committee 
members, Lawrence McHaynes Jr. and Pam Stepney who keeps the membership apprised of the applicants 
and all the critical deadlines our students must meet in her monthly branch reports. And finally to Mike 
Weir, also one of our original scholarship committee members whose invaluable input helped shape the 
scholarship criteria.

To this year’s applicants, we would like to extend our best wishes for your academic careers and beyond. 
Judging from the excellence of our candidates each and every applicant was deserving of an award as we wish 
them success in their college endeavors.

In the September issue of the Mound City Carrier we will publish the application for the 2019-2020 John H. 
Haake Scholarships. For now, please spread the word to any Branch 343 union member who will have a son 
or daughter entering their senior year in high school in the fall. The deadline to apply is December 31, 2018.




