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I
 t is my honor and a privilege to secede Bill Lister as president 
of Dan J. Gould Branch 343 at our last branch meeting. My 
thanks again to Bill for his many years of service to the union 

as a steward, advocate, and officer. Our branch has a long and proud 
history dating back to its formation in 1892. My own NALC history 
dates back to starting as a PTF carrier in 1986 and I never envisioned 
myself in this role way back then. I had a brother who worked as a clerk 
downtown and he told me that the post office was a good place to work. 
I took his advice and 31 years later here I am. However, I did not get 
here by accident. I had some very good mentors thru the years. John Haake on OWCP issues, Keith Gentry on 
contractual issues, Ken Meyer on route inspections, and more recently Bill Lister on arbitration. I really be-
came inspired to do more work in the union in 1992. That year the national convention was held in St. Louis 
and I attended some of the sessions. I was awestruck by the brotherhood and power of the gathering of over 
8,000 union officers from all across the country. I left that convention determined to do more to make myself 
a better steward and become more involved.

As your newest president, I have many ideas I want to implement to propel our branch forward into the 
future. I want to establish a recruitment and mentoring program to find talented people who can help our 
branch as stewards or officers. I know there are letter carriers out there who have college degrees and other 
skills that can help us progress forward. I want to provide more education, both to our members and our 
stewards, because knowledge is power. I want our CCAs and our new FTR carriers to better understand their 
contractual rights and postal regulations so that they can make informed decisions. I want to find ways to 
be more proactive and not just reactive. I think the way to do that is by educating the members so that they 
know the basics and then they can use the branch as a resource when questions get beyond basic. I want to 
establish training at the hall on a regular basis for our CCAs. I also want to establish training at the hall for 
those promoted to career on a regular basis, so that they know their additional rights, pay, and benefits when 
they make FTR.

I realize that traveling to St. Louis is difficult for our distant associate offices that have merged with us. To 
address that, I would like to have some “satellite” meetings at other locations as I recently did at Sikeston, Mo. 
I am open to hearing all members’ concerns and not just those within the city of St. Louis. Sometimes the 
issues of our associate offices can be totally different from the issues here in the city. I want to better commu-
nicate with our stewards in the associate offices and update our membership records for those members. We 
have a pretty good database on our St. Louis members, but we can improve our AO records.

I also want to have an all-day training at the hall for our stewards, at least annually, that would include all 
of our stewards from St. Louis and the associate offices. I think we can afford to provide our stewards, from 
St. Louis and associate offices, a full day’s training at the hall. I believe that cost to the branch will be more 
than repaid by having our stewards better trained. I have a big agenda going forward, but I believe we can 
accomplish much by being more educated together.

CCA trAining At BrAnCh 343 hAll — SundAy, OCtOBer 15

I want to invite all of our CCAs down to the hall on Sunday, October 15, from 6-8 p.m., for a training 
session on rights and benefits. I am scheduling it in the early evening with the hope that 
everyone who wants to attend will be able. I realize that with the Sunday Amazon and now 
priority parcel deliveries, we can’t really have a training earlier in the day. I will soon be 
sending out an invitation to all of our CCAs and I am hoping for a huge response. I know 

President’s Article … By Barry Linan
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that 6 p.m. is dinner time for many, so refreshments and pizza will be provided for those attending. Bring 
your copy of the new contract, pen/paper, and a curious mind to the training.

lABOr dAy PArAde — 125th AnniverSAry PiCniC

I would be remiss if I did not mention the biggest branch turnout that I have ever seen at a Labor Day 
Parade for our 125th Anniversary. There were more than 200 members and families proudly marching second 
in the parade. We then came back to the hall for a nice picnic lunch. I want to thank all of the officers, mem-
bers, and retirees who worked so hard to make it happen. There was music, an ice cream truck, and even a 
bouncy house for kids. A good time was had by all!

Oct 12 Regular Branch Meeting 
Oct 15 CCA Training (Letter Carriers Hall) 
Nov 1 Retirees’ Meeting 
Nov 2 Shop Stewards’ Meeting 
Nov 5 End of Daylight Saving Time      

(Set clock back one hour) 
Nov 9 Regular Branch Meeting 
Dec 3 MDA Pool Tournament             

(Pink Galleon see ad) 
Jan 14 23rd Annual Trivia Night for MDA 

(see ad)
the do’s And don’ts of 
cAmPAigning officers

Branch officers and candidates may not cam-1. 
paign on union time.
Branch officers and candidates may not use 2. 
branch funds, employees, office space, tele-
phones, facilities, equipment or materials to 
campaign.
No campaigning is allowed within a polling 3. 
place during voting.
No candidate for any office can be appointed to 4. 
the election committee.
The branch must treat all candidates equally; 5. 
any and all privileges extended to one can-
didate by the branch must be extended to all 
candidates.
A branch must honor all reasonable requests to 6. 
distribute campaign literature at a candidate’s 
expense.
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the fOllOwing Are the reSultS Of the nOminAtiOnS 
fOr BrAnCh OffiCerS thAt tOOk PlACe At the 

regulAr BrAnCh meeting On SePtemBer 14, 2017.
unCOnteSted POSitiOnS whO wOn By ACClimAtiOn

Nominations for the position of Executive Vice President/Treasurer 
John McLaughlin

Nominations for the position of Vice President/Financial Secretary 
Brad Layton 

Nominations for the position of Sergeant-at-Arms 
Derrick Williams 

Nominations for the position of Health Benefits Representative 
Chetney Drain 

Nominations for the position of Trustee (5) 
Tina Hunt Marvin Booker Richard Thurman Stuart East Frank Enlow 

Nominations for the position of Correspondent to the Postal Record 
Tom Schulte 

Nominations for the position of Negotiator-at-Large (4) 
Pam Stepney Joe Regan Richard Brown Kiesha Wiley

Nominations for the position of Delegates to the St. Louis Labor Council (7)
Barry Linan Mike Chenot Mike Weir William Lister
Frank Enlow John McLaughlin Pam Stepney

COnteSted POSitiOnS

Nominations for the position of President
Barry Linan Bob Rapisardo

Nominations for the position of Recording Secretary
Diane Carter Brian Litteken

Nominations for the position of Collector, MBA
Craig Burrell Saronda Sutherland

Regarding the contested elections: 
Ballots will be mailed out on October 31, 2017. 

Ballots must be returned by November 22, 2017. 
The counting of the ballots will take place on November 24, 2017.
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executive vice President … By John McLaughlin
are at the bottom of the totem 
pole of importance, rectifying this 
glitch will take some time.

According to national, it will take 
12-19 actions to backdate everyone’s 
actions and no one will get out with less than three pay 
periods of impact. The monetary impact will roughly 
range anywhere from $60 - $350. The good news is at 
the end of all this mess, the affected carriers will have 
made regular 13 weeks earlier as a direct result of the 
grievance filed by the union. Along with this, you will 
also earn additional annual leave and sick leave from 
those 13 weeks. But, the timing of this adjustment is a 
little more than suspicious.

As we all know, the post office is purposefully slow 
when it comes to paying carriers money back because 
of their own screw up. The grievance was settled on 
September 6, 2017, and the changes began the very 
next week. I don’t ever recall payroll responding this 
quickly to a pay adjustment when it is in the carrier’s 
favor. On top of this, we have the added complication 
of the contractual increases in our pay, the COLAs and 
the general wage increase. I doubt we see this getting 
rectified for months. As for the back pay from the new 
contract, good luck seeing that anytime this year.

2018 mdA triviA night

There are three changes to next year’s Trivia Night. 
First, I have changed the day. It will still be on MLK 
holiday weekend, but I pushed it from Saturday to 
Sunday because of a lot of feedback from teams being 
rushed to get down here by 6:30 p.m. on a work day. 
Second, it will start one hour earlier. Doors will open 
at 5:30 p.m. and the questions will begin at 6 p.m. This 
is to get people home earlier. Thirdly, there will be an 
extra $5 charge to any individual who has not prepaid 
and pays the night of the event. It is a little unmanage-
able to plan and collect money the night of the event. 
We’ll have Cardinal baseball tickets and lots of fun 
giveaways and silent auction items as usual.

Until next month, do your job safely and accurate-
ly. Show up to your union meeting. You might learn 
something. We don’t write the rules; we just have to 
play the game. Sláinte.

G
 reetings, brother and sisters. At our last 
general meeting, President Bill Lister 
stepped down. Both our NBA Mike Birkett 

and former President of Branch 343 John Haake 
spoke fondly of their memories of working with Bill 
and he will be sorely missed. Bill Lister filled his 
vacancy by appointing Barry Linan as president. As a 
result, I was appointed into his position of executive 
vice president/treasurer. I am honored and humbled 
at this appointment. Later at the meeting, I was 
nominated for the executive VP position and won 
by acclimation. As such, I have graciously accepted 
this nomination. I hope to serve in the position with 
as much honor and dignity as those who have gone 
before me.

rAtiO CASeS (i thOught i wAS 
getting A rAiSe, whAt the whAt?)

Any CCAs who were converted to regular on 
November 2, 2013, you got a big surprise on your 
September 22 paycheck. Instead of a pleasant surprise 
with raises and COLAs filling it, you discovered 
a dramatic drop in your salary — anywhere from 
$1,000 to $4,000. These carriers also received a new 
PS Form 50 with the following written at the bot-
tom. “IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2017 NALC 
GRIEVANCE SETTLEMENT E11N-4E-C 13289813 
DATED 09/06/17.” This appears to infer that your 
salary went down because of a grievance the union 
filed and we are to blame. As Paul Harvey would say, 
“And now … the rest of the story …”

Our local branch, along with many across the 
country, filed grievances in 2013 because manage-
ment would not convert CCAs into regular in viola-
tion of our agreement. The cases were finally settled 
at national and we won. All those who made regular 
on November 2, 2013, will now receive a new PS 
Form 50 reflecting that you made regular 13 weeks 
earlier on July 27, 2013. Because of this action, all 
other increases in pay you received as a regular 
between 2013 and now (COLA, general wage, step in-
crease … etc. …) will all have to be recalculated. So, 
your check will reflect that salary from 2013. Since 
the post office has antiquated computers and carriers 
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vice President finAnciAl secretAry
… By roBert rapisardo

thAnk yOu tO mAny

T
 here have been many activities going on in the past 
month. On Sunday, September 3, the first kick-
ball tournament was held. There were five teams 

participating from seven different stations. Thanks to the good 
people at Chouteau and Sappington for allowing me to be on 
their team. That event was a blast even for our team despite 
losing twice by the run rule. Most of all thanks to BLU (Marvin 
King) and Micadez Favors for starting up this event. Great job, 
guys. Hopefully, this event will get larger next year with maybe 
one also being held in the spring. I only see this event getting 
much bigger. 

On Labor Day, Branch 343 celebrated its 125th anniversary. 
We began the morning by walking in the annual Labor Day 
parade. The branch had been working hard for many months 
making attempts to encourage the members to come out and 
walk. Since we were second in line of all unions for the parade, 
we were hoping for a large turnout. We are happy to announce 
that Branch 343 had somewhere between 200 and 250 walking 
in the parade. I feel that half of that amount were carriers and 
the other half were family and friends. We handed out candy, 
some flags, coloring books and crayons to those watching the 
parade. We wore matching shirts for the branch. Thank you to 
all those who participated in the parade. 

After marching in the Labor Day parade, we had quite a 
celebration down at your Union Hall. There was great food 
from Salt & Smoke, drinks, popcorn, ice cream, watermelon, 
and games for the smaller ones and washers for the adults. 
Mostly, there was just plenty of gathering and talking of mem-
bers throughout the branch. There are so many thanks to all 
those committee people who helped make this a great event. I 
apologize if I miss anyone, but thanks to Richard Thurman for 
helping to get this event started; Diane Carter for face painting; 
Vicki Rhorbach for the photo booth; Pam Stepney for helping 
to get this started and getting the bouncy house and cakes; 
Brian Litteken for working with the washers; Marvin Booker 
and John McLaughlin for being on committee; Frank Enlow for 
getting the caterer and ice cream truck; Tina Hunt, Vicki Rhor-
bach and Yolanda Jones for decorating the hall only like women 
can, what a great job they did; Bill Lister for ordering the shirts 
and other items; Mike Chenot for bartending; the Branch 343 
members who attended the event; and finally anyone else I 

forgot to mention and please accept my 
apology.

The following weekend Brian Litteken 
hosted his annual washer tournament with about 20 teams par-
ticipating. I am sure that he will write an article. Many thanks 
to the Granite City NALC Branch that always participates in 
this event. Thanks to Steve Powers of Fenton for pulling up with 
me as a teammate. Great job, Steve.

The next weekend, Diane Carter hosted her sixth annual BBQ 
cook-off. Very good music by three bands including a 14-year-old 
female. Plenty of food and thanks to some of the members who 
attended the event like Debra Jackson, Robert Armstrong, Tom 
Schreiber, Yashika Harris, Marion Harris, Germaine Anderson, 
Andre Hayes, Marilyn Krieger, Brian Litteken, Greg Stelfox 
and those others whom I do not recall and therefore apologize. 
Another great job by Diane. I thought that I heard her say that 
she raised about $2,100 for MDA. Thanks to all Diane’s friends 
who attended, volunteered food and their time including her son 
Joe and her husband, Mike, for bartending.

One more thanks to Mike Chenot for always being willing to 
tend bar at so many of our events, meetings and banquets. Mike 
retired at the end of September so congrats to him. I do not 
know if he will continue to offer his services.

nAlC-uSPS

I did say last month that I was going to have an update 
regarding those three grievances on delays in issuing uniform 
allotments. There were 56 carriers who received over $4,500 
in monetary awards for management delaying the issuance of 
uniform allotments. Thanks to Dionne Gregory for getting 
the ball rolling with Mike Constant to monitor future uniform 
allotments. There is nothing wrong with working with manage-
ment on certain issues which benefit our members at the same 
time holding them accountable for not performing their own 
duties which affect our members. 

There is no further movement on CCA conversion as we 
have filed grievances the past three months for about 11 CCAs. 
Thanks to Diane Carter for handling those grievances at 
Step-A in my place. It is our job as officers to mentor and guide 
stewards to prepare to handle more difficult issues. Maybe next 
month, I will get into the disaster with the recent bids and post-
ings grievances that had to be filed.
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“hi, everyBOdy!”

H
 i, Dr. Nick! Dr. Nicholas Riviera, The Simpsons
I am going to briefly introduce myself in this 
article since I already have another article 

covering the washer tournament. At the end of the 
September branch meeting, President Bill Lister re-
tired and handed the gavel over to Barry Linan. Happy 
retirement, Bill. President Linan then appointed John 
McLaughlin to executive vice president/treasurer and 
myself as recording secretary.

My first day in office was on Friday, September 15. 
The technician from Computer Consultants Inc. (CCI) 
was down at the Union Hall and I began discussing 
with him some problems with the laptop in the confer-
ence room. John McLaughlin had been dealing with 
CCI while he was recording secretary. I did not fully 
introduce myself, because we had met before when the 
technician was down at the hall gathering information 
to put together a quote to install the new computers, 
computer network, and phone system. The technician 
thought I had gotten a haircut and John McLaughlin 

recording secretAry … By Brian Litteken

was me. Pretty amusing when you 
look at our pictures in the Mound 
City Carrier.

So, I thought I would introduce 
myself by going over a few of the positions I have held 
in the branch. I began my union activism with joint 
route inspections about eight years ago. I have kept 
involved in route inspections whether through a joint 
process or through grievances including the inspections 
this year. I became an informal steward not long after I 
transferred to the Gaffney Station. One year later I was 
a formal Step-A steward. Two years ago, I became the 
last line of defense in the grievance process and became 
an arbitration advocate. In the same year, 2015, I was 
elected to the position of negotiator-at-large. On the fun 
side, I have attended many different MDA fundraising 
events, but I have been most involved in the wa‘r’sher 
tournament. I was helping Charlie Sexton set up the 
first tournament eight years ago and became chairman 
of the event three years ago. I appreciate President Linan 
giving me this opportunity to serve the membership.
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heAlth Benefits PlAn/oWcP 
 … By Chet Drain

G
 reetings Br. 343 members. It was good to see 
the large number of members who turned 
out for the 125 year anniversary event last 

month. There was good food, good friends, and good 
fun. What made the event special was not only that 
it was a pivotal point in the history of our branch, 
but also that it was an opportunity for good time and 
fellowship amongst the members. I’d say we haven’t 
experienced that kind of camaraderie since the days 
of the annual Br. 343 softball tournament which 
many of our new members never experienced.

heAlth BenefitS

If you are a CCA you should have received noti-
fication of the special enrollment period for CCAs. 
The special enrollment period started Sept. 4 and 
runs through Oct. 19, 2017, the deadline to make 
your decision. Time is running short if you were not 
aware of the opportunity to sign up for health ben-
efits. You should go online to http://liteblue.usps.gov/
uspshbp to review the particulars of the USPS Health 
Plan (USPSHBP) or contact HRSSC (Shared Services) 
at 1-877-477-3273.

Under the provisions of the new NALC contract, 
CCAs will no longer be eligible to receive contribu-
tions to any health plan except the one offered by 
USPS. To enroll in any other health plan under the 
FEHBP (Federal Employees Health Benefit Plan) you 
as a CCA would be responsible for the entire pre-
mium cost. Coverage under USPSHBP will be effec-
tive Oct. 28, 2017. CCAs will still be eligible to enroll 
in the USPS Health Plan (only) during Open Season 

coming up this November, but your 
insurance coverage will not take 
effect until Jan. 6, 2018.

OwCP

Often, when you go to the doctor he will examine 
you and prescribe treatment and/or medication, but 
gives the responsibility of filling out your paperwork 
to the office assistant. When you go to a medical 
provider to seek treatment related to an on-the-job 
injury be mindful that the Office of Workers Com-
pensation (OWCP) only excepts medical documen-
tation that is signed by a licensed medical doctor. 
Medical documentation that is signed by a nurse 
practitioner (NP) or a physician’s assistance (PA) are 
not considered valid by OWCP unless a licensed phy-
sician countersigns them to an injury on duty. If you 
submit medical reports to OWCP without the signa-
ture of a licensed physician, your claim in all prob-
ability will be denied and you have to go through the 
drawn-out process of appealing the denial decision. 
Also, a chiropractor’s medical report is only accept-
able if there is diagnosed spinal subluxation dem-
onstrated by x-ray. Be mindful of this if you go for 
medical treatment related to a claim you filed. 

While on the subject of doctors, it would be wise 
to inquire from your personal or family doctor if 
they do accept workers compensation injuries. The 
process of providing the proper medical documenta-
tion to OWCP has become so laborious that many 
physicians will no longer do workmen’s comp claims. 
Even many of the doctors we had as reference, some 
of whom did workmen’s compensation for years, are 
starting to renege on doing them now. It’s a good idea 
to discuss this with your physician so that you will 
know in advance to have a contingency plan. Some 
doctors, though they don’t do worker’s comp, are 
able to provide patients with a referral to a colleague 
who does. It’s good to have these things figured out 
beforehand should, God forbid, you suffer an injury 
on duty. Be safe out there!

God bless all and peace!
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notes from the mAnAging editor
… By tom schuLte

One fOr the reCOrd BOOkS

I
 n recognition of Branch 343’s 125th Anniver-
sary, the Mound City Carrier began the year 
by publishing excerpts from documents, 

publications and photos highlighting the rich history of 
our branch. Our hope at the time was to ignite interest 
in our membership of the history of this local. Very few 
unions in this country have managed to endure and 
prosper for over 125 years. Our survival can be directly 
attributed to hard work, dedication and commitment to 
our membership, and maybe just a little bit of luck.

To that end, it wasn’t surprising that two of our members 
stepped forward and decided that it was an important enough 
milestone that it justified a celebration. Thus began the inter-
est of sister Pam Stepney and brother Richard Thurman who 
believed the 125th anniversary warranted some kind of event 
to celebrate this accomplishment. Soliciting the help of Br. 
President Bill Lister and several other union members, it was 
decided that the ideal time to hold an event would be immedi-
ately following the 2017 Labor Day parade. Committees were 
formed, ideas were debated, budgets were approved, items 
were purchased, contracts were signed and the date was set.

It was decided that the celebration was to be a family-
friendly event, catering to all union brothers and sisters 
and their immediate families. Participation sheets were 
sent to each of the stations and associate offices for mem-
bers to sign up. At our final meeting at the end of August, 
we were pleasantly surprised that nearly 300 members and 
their families were planning to attend.

In recognition of the 125th anniversary of Branch 343, 
the St. Louis Labor Council granted us the privilege of 
leading this year’s parade. It was an awesome sight to see 
almost 200 union members and their families marching 
proudly in the parade. Never have we had such a turnout. 
It was one for the record books.

Following the parade, everyone made their way back 
down to the Union Hall to enjoy the catered lunch provided 
by Salt & Smoke BBQ from the Delmar Loop, along with 
liquid refreshments. Entertainment included a bouncy house 
for the kids, face painting by Diane Carter, a photo booth 
created by Vicki Rohrbach and Brad Layton, a hot dog 
wagon served by Richard Thurman and an ice cream truck 
providing treats for the kids and the kid in all of us.

Tina Hunt created a display of old 
photos mounted to poster board spell-
ing out Br. 343. Brian Litteken and I 
uploaded several thousand photos to 
a memory stick that were displayed on our new overhead 
projector. Pam Stepney purchased four delicious cakes for 
dessert along with Marion Harris’ sweet potato pies and 
Mark Godbee provided music. Thanks to all who contrib-
uted in any way including Frank Enlow and Stuart East 
and everyone who played a hand in seeing to the success of 
this event. All in all it was one heck of a celebration.

Special thanks to all the retirees who helped serve the 
luncheon including, Ray & Charlotte Breakfield, Ken & An-
gel Weldele, Rich Rhyner, Nicki Prado and Tim Long, John 
Haake, Clif Nelson, Germaine Anderson and Mike Chenot. 
We need to have an event like this every year.

BeSt wiSheS tO my gOOd friend

I wanted to take this opportunity to offer my best 
wishes to my good friend Bill Lister. Bill and I first met 
working as clerks out of the Downtown Post Office in early 
1976. As he reminded me, we both knew we had to get 
the heck out of there. I took an assignment out in the then 
boondocks of Chesterfield and Bill made his way close to 
home in Fenton. Bill and I reconnected in the early 1980s 
when Chesterfield merged with Br. 343 and Fenton did the 
same. Bill and I have been friends ever since.

When Bill was elected president of Branch 343, he asked 
me to remain on as managing editor of the Mound City Car-
rier. We enjoyed an excellent working relationship over the 
years and oftentimes read each other’s minds, as we seemed 
to share similar thoughts about the direction of the paper.

I wanted to take this opportunity to offer Bill and his 
wife, Laura, all the best in this new phase in your lives and I 
hope you enjoy a long, happy and healthy retirement. Bill, I 
expect to see you at the monthly retirees’ meetings. Thanks 
and all the best.

Region 5 NBA Mike 
Birkett offers congratula-
tions to retiring Br. 343 
President Bill Lister.
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region 5 nBA rePort  … By Mike Birkett

2
 018 Region 5 Rap Session — The annual 
Region 5 NALC Regional Rap Session will be 
held Saturday and Sunday, February 24-25, 

2018. The Double Tree by Hilton in Overland Park, 
Kansas will again be the location and Shawnee Mis-
sion Branch 5521 will again host. We have reserved 160 
rooms each night so make sure you make your reserva-
tions early. Rooms will be $117 per night plus tax for a 
single/double. Reservations can be made online at: 

http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/M/
MCIMSDT-NA2-20180223/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG

Group Name: National Association Of Letter Carriers
Group Code: NA2
Check-in: 23-FEB-2018
Check-out: 25-FEB-2018
Hotel Name: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Kansas City 

- Overland Park
Hotel Address: 10100 College Boulevard, Overland 

Park, Kansas 66210-1462
Reservations can also be made by calling 1-913-323-

1913. Ask for NALC Carriers Region 5 Conference and 
use the three digit code “NA2.” 

Cut-off date is January 24, 2018. 
We once again plan an aggressive schedule with train-

ing in the main hall, multiple break-out sessions, meet-
ings and hopefully President Rolando will once again be 
in attendance.

Priority Mail on Sundays — The Postal Service 
began testing delivery of priority mail on Sundays this 
past summer in Arizona. The test, which was apparently 
successful, has now expanded into Region 5 and in many 
cities across the country. I expect it will progress much 
like the Amazon roll out, but only faster. While there 
may be a few issues as Sunday delivery expands, we must 
keep our eye on the prize — work and jobs. Amazon has 
already hired their own delivery personnel in a few cities 
and is using Uber and others. In a number of cities, we 
only deliver Amazon parcels on weekends, the rest of 
the week others do it. Target recently purchased their 
own delivery company. Walmart is asking employees to 
deliver online purchases on their way home. We’re in 
competition for every parcel, every day.

LMOU Training — All branch presidents were noti-
fied that Troy Smith from Kansas City Branch 30 was 

going to do training for this office 
during the month of September. I 
hope that everyone interested was able 
to attend one of the sessions conduct-
ed by Troy Smith in Joplin, Mo.; St. 
Charles, Mo.; Columbia, Mo.; Lincoln, Neb.; Des Moines, 
Iowa; Kansas City, Mo.; and Topeka, Kan. Thanks, Troy.

Prototype Vehicles — The service will take posses-
sion of the prototype vehicles on September 18, 2017. 
The “next generation delivery vehicle” (NGDV) will 
be tested over the course of the next six months. These 
vehicles are expected to last a minimum of 20 years; will 
be subjected to the everyday normal delivery routine; are 
to hold at least 1,500 pounds; have at least 155 cubic feet 
of cargo space; should be easy to repair and replace large 
body parts; remote locking and ignition. The service is 
looking to substantially reduce maintenance costs over 
the life of the vehicle. Currently the service has approxi-
mately 142,000 LLVs which are well past their 24 year 
life expectancy.

President Trump — I’ve tried not to proffer my views 
on the presidential election and the Trump presidency 
in this forum. Certainly some NALC members voted for 
this president and, frankly, even though I may disagree 
with him on most issues, there are consequences to elec-
tions and he won. However, about a month or so ago, his 
statement that there were “very fine people” amongst the 
Alt Right, Nazis and Klan members in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, cannot go unchallenged. World War II cost the 
United States over 400,000 Americans. Those marchers 
in Charlottesville taint the memory and honor of those 
young men who gave their lives to stop fascism, tyranny 
and oppression. For President Trump not to understand 
the difference between George Washington, Thomas Jef-
ferson and Robert E. Lee is shameful. Yes, both Wash-
ington and Jefferson were slave owners … in a time where 
it was the norm and a practice none of us should look 
back upon with pride. However, they are both noteworthy 
historical figures, presidents of the United States. Robert 
E. Lee broke his oath to this country and led an insur-
rection to secede from the United States. Lee along with 
Jefferson Davis are only noteworthy in history because 
they led an insurrection whose primary purpose was to 
continue slavery. That’s a “bigly” difference Mr. President.
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 Retiree Report … By Tom Schulte

O
 ur annual retiree picnic took place on September 6 at Fenton City Park. It was a beautiful fall day, 
unusually mild weather for early September. No retiree business was conducted, but we did enjoy 
a hardy BBQ lunch courtesy of Br. 343 serving some of the delicious leftovers from the Labor 

Day parade/125th anniversary. Special thanks to Bill Jimas, Ray Breakfield, Ken Weldele, John Haake, Nicki 
Prado, Tim Long and Clif Nelson for all their help preparing and setting up for lunch. We were honored to 
have four 90+ year-old retirees join us.

scenes from 
the retirees’

Picnic
sePtemBer 6, 2017
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T
 he eighth annual MDA washer tournament was 
held on Sunday, September 10. Beau Trussell, 
MDA fundraising coordinator, was on hand. 

He spoke about new treatments that were fast tracked 
through the FDA for approval this year. These are the first 
treatments available for muscular dystrophy. Beau also let 
us know how appreciative MDA is to Branch 343 for all its 
efforts in raising money for MDA. Branch 343 is the third 
largest donor to MDA of all the branches in the country.

The weather was perfect this year. It actually felt a little 
cooler outside than in the hall. With such nice weather, 
seven additional teams walked in and joined in on the fun.

Twenty teams competed. Granite City entered seven 
teams. After the first round of three games, three teams 
donated $20 each to stay in the tournament. The team 
of John Lerch/ Wayne “Hoss” Englert competed against 
Brad Layton/Don Wonsewith for the championship. 
These teams had a heated debate on which set of washer 
pits would be used to compete. John Lerch retired from 
the post office just a couple of weeks prior to the tourna-
ment. Retirement must agree with him since he and Hoss 
took home a first place trophy. Brad won the debate on 
which pits to play the championship games, but he and 
Don only took the second place trophies home.

Fun was to be had inside the hall as well. Two 50/50 
drawings were held. The first drawing yielded $123 for 
the winner and the second drawing provided the winner 
a windfall of $100. The branch donated a pair of Cardinal 
tickets and Jacob “Little Hoss” Englert won the silent 
auction for $70.

Three businesses provided donations. Sonic once again 
provided hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, and water for the 
competitors. Sonic has been a steadfast supporter of the 
washer tournament. Ray Orf’s Bowling and Trophy Shop 
provided the first and second place trophies. VFW Hall 
donated two cases of beer.

A lot of people expended their energy to make this 
event a success. Mike Allen picked up the trophies from 
Ray Orf’s and painted the gold and silver washers that 
adorn them. Charlie Sexton and John McLaughlin came 
down to the hall on Saturday to help paint the foul lines, 
set up the pit sponsorship signs, and get everything ready. 
Meaghan Lakey, Judy Bitzer, and Tina Hunt greeted 

mdA WAsher tournAment 
… By Brian Litteken

everyone with a smile as they registered for the tourna-
ment. They also did a great job selling the 50/50 tickets 
and announcing the winners. Mike Chenot brought in 
pretzels, donated beer and tended bar. Bob Rapisardo 
went to Sonic early to pick up the burgers and hot dogs 
before he started to play. Tom Schulte set up the food 
provided by Sonic and memorialized the event on film. I 
appreciate everyone’s help.

I wish to thank all the teams and pit sponsors for their 
generosity. I have not yet calculated the total raised for 
MDA but I’m sure it is close to $2,000.

Thirteen groups/individuals sponsored pits with the 
Branch 343 retirees sponsoring two pits. South County is 
always the first to donate a pit sponsorship.

Pit SPOnSOrS

Trustee Stuart East 
South County Letter Carriers 
Mike & Jeanette Weir 
NALC Branch 1132 - Granite City, Madison, and 

Venice 
EVP Barry Linan/Past OWCP Representative Mike 

David 
Branch 343 Trustees 
Fenton Carriers 
Branch 343 Retired Letter Carriers 
National Business Agent Michael Birkett 
Charles Sexton, RAA; Stephanie Stewart, RAA; 

David Teegarden, RWCA 
John McLaughlin and Steve Goggins 
Tom Schulte, Mound City Carrier Managing Editor 
President Bill Lister
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scenes from the 2017 WA‘r’sher tournAment 
for mdA

First place winners Wayne 
“Hoss” Englert and John Lerch

Second place winners Brad 
Layton and Don Wonsewith
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Br. 343’s 125th AnniversAry celeBrAtion
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letter cArriers hAll, sePtemBer 4, 2017
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West county … By Pam Stepney

G
 reetings, sisters and 
brothers of Branch 343. 
How’s everyone doing? 

Fine, I hope. Branch 343’s 125th 
anniversary celebration was a 
great success. There were so many 
letter carriers and their families 
in attendance; it was a total blast. 
We had the most people march-
ing in the parade, and I think this 
was the most ever for our branch. 
If you missed it, you really missed 
a great time. The long food lines 
went fast and the food was deli-
cious. The kids had a great time 
in the bouncy house and a lot of 
fun playing games throughout the 
day. DJ Mark Godbee played good 
music as some of the folks danced 
and sat outside enjoying cold ones 
with great conversation. The photo 
booth was a hit, beautifully craft-
ed by Vicki Rohrbach and Brad 
Layton. Diane Carter is an artist at 
face painting and the kids were in 
line to get their favorite colors and 
characters put on. Young boys and 
girls were outside playing football. 
Tom Schulte’s popcorn recipe 
was delicious. Richard Thurman 
brought his hot dog cart with chili 
from Steward East and the line was 
long with a lot of kids going back 
for seconds. Frank Enlow had Salt 
& Smoke cater the celebration. The 
pulled pork, pulled chicken with 
homemade potato chips and slaw 
was sooooooooo good. Marion 
Harris husband’s sweet potato pies 
went fast because they were deli-
cious. There were 125th year butter 
cream, cream cheese, chocolate, 
vanilla, and marble cakes that 
where to die for. Watermelon slices 

flew off the table and the ice cream 
truck was outside waiting for your 
selection. Serving up drinks at the 
bar were Mike Chenot, Tim Long 
and John McLaughlin. The retir-
ees stepped up to serve the food: 
Charlotte & Ray Breakfield, Nicki 
Prado, Tim Long, Cliff Nelson, Ken 
& Angel Weldele, Rich Rhyner, and 
John Haake. CCA Brenda Watkins 
helped also. Germaine Anderson 
worked on the serving line. Tina 
Hunt, Yolanda Jones, Brian Lit-
teken, Tom Schulte, and I decorated 
the hall. Tina did a wonderful job 
on the photos posted on the wall 
spelling out “Branch 343,” and her 
table settings were nice. Tom and 
Brian Litteken did a great job of 
putting the projector out showing 
all the photos of active members, 
retired members and past events. 
Brian Litteken did a great job on 
setting up his washers for all to 
play.

If you did not attend, you 
missed a real treat. A special 
thanks to the committee which 
consisted of Richard Thurman, 
Frank Enlow, Vicki Rohrbach, 
Yolanda Jones and me. Thanks 
to Bill Lister, Barry Linan, Bob 
Rapisardo, Marvin Booker, Brad 
Layton, Brian Littiken, Tina Hunt, 
Tiffany Haggar, Ramona Droege, 
Steward East, John McLaughlin, 
Mike Chenot, Tom Schulte, Chet 
Drain, Derrick Williams, and 
Saronda Sutherland for helping 
shop, clean, cook, serve, and act as 
security. Nicki Prado did a great 
job supervising while we marched 
in the parade.

Our CCAs were disappointed 

they could not 
attend because 
they had to 
work. Hopefully, 
some will make 
regular soon and they can attend 
next year. Make sure you attend 
a union meeting to receive a gift 
from the celebration. If I forgot 
someone charge it to my head not 
my heart and plan to attend the 
meetings on the second Thursday 
of the month. It’s great working 
together as one with your union 
sisters and brothers and thank 
God for the retirees. 

Watermelon Wednesdays 
turned out great this year, thanks 
for purchasing one Michelle 
Williams, Darlene Tate, LaKee-
sha Hayes, Claude Moore, Rance 
Hope, Felicia Moseley, Darryl 
Vaugh, Rickett Oliver, and myself.

Alexis Taylor and Marvin King, 
aka kickball tournament BLU, 
friends and family postal Christ-
mas party f liers will hit stations 
and branches soon. If you are 
planning to attend please contact 
Alexis at 314-718-0903. Once again 
holiday “Thank you” cards will 
be available for purchase at the 
branch meeting, or contact me at 
314-241-4297.

John Henry Haake/Charles 
Coyle Scholarship application is in 
this book you are holding. If you 
have a senior graduating in 2018 
fill out the application and mail 
it today $1,500 and $1,000 toward 
your child’s schooling awaits you.

Remember to do your best, leave 
the rest, don’t stress, God bless, 
and thank you for coming.
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T
 he 125th anniversary of 
Branch 343 was celebrat-
ed over the Labor Day 

weekend. On Sunday, several teams 
competed for the first coed kickball 
trophy with first place going to Jen-
nings, second place going to “The 
U,” and third place going to Kirk-
wood. For those of you who haven’t 
played kickball since elementary 
school, it was a lot of fun. And, 
hopefully, more teams will be able 
to participate next year.

Many of you are still unaware, 
like it or not that we are part of 
the labor movement across the 
country, and we as carriers walk in 
the Labor Day parade every year. 
Because of the branch’s 125th an-
niversary, we walked second in the 
parade and the turnout was one of 
the largest in many years.

Carriers and their family were 
able to come back to the Union 
Hall for a meet and greet, to enjoy 
good food and drinks. And there 
was a bouncy house, ice cream 
truck, and face painting for the 
kids.

For those of you who couldn’t 
make it this year, you should 
definitely make plans to walk with 
your union brothers and sisters in 
the parade and enjoy the meet and 
greet at your Union Hall next year.

Hey guys, it’s possible someone 
at your station was on the com-
mittee that helped organize the 
events surrounding the Labor Day 
weekend along with the retirees. 
Take a minute to thank them for 
all the hard work they put in to 
make the event a success.

Brothers and sisters, you turned 

in ballots for the 
contract at an 
alarming rate. 
Now your for-
mer president, 
Bill Lister, has officially retired 
and passed the torch over to Barry 
Linan to finish out his term.

Ballots will be mailed out to 
every member of Branch 343, 
active and retired to elect officers 
for important positions in your 
union and once again you are 
being asked to get those ballots 
in. You should try to make your 
next union meeting to meet the 
candidates.

For some of you, just like the 
contract, this will be your first 
time voting for officers of your 
branch, and like every election 
your vote counts.

the u … By Frank Enlow

Attend  Your
 Union  Meetings and  

Make  Your Voice  Heard!
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O
 ctober 8 will mark the 30th annual MDA 
Golf Tournament. The idea of a golf 
tournament to raise money for MDA was 

initiated and acted upon by Ed Perry from Kirkwood 
Post Office. Ed ran the tournament the first couple of 
years before handing it over for the branch to run.

At the time, I was working part time at the ‘Sub-
way Bar’ in Ferguson. Noticing the fun and money 
raised by Ed’s golf tournament, I decided to have a 
pool tournament for an MDA event. So, Ferguson 
Station sponsored the first pool tournament that No-
vember 1988 and another one in June the next year. 
We raised a total of $218 from the two events. More 
could have been raised, but I awarded cash payouts 
along with trophies. I eventually eliminated cash 
prizes and went with trophies and/or plaques. I was 
a Mound City Carrier scribe at Ferguson, under the 
heading “Here at Fergie, Mo.” I bid to Creve Coeur, 
became CC Writer, then to North County station as 
N.C. Writer. I then bid to Des Peres and continued to 
scribe as “Here at Des Peres” till I retired in 2009.

The pool tournament was sponsored by each sta-
tion I worked at. Since 2010, money raised was under 
retiree donations to MDA. Over the years, the event 
moved from the Subway Bar, to the Greeks, to Action 

Billiards, and finally to The Pink Galleon for the past 
13 years. Though it wasn’t a big money maker, except 
for a couple of years when we raised over a thousand 
dollars, it was fun and gave the branch members an-
other opportunity to raise money for “Jerry’s Kids.” 
This in turn led to more fundraising events: bowling, 
trivia night, poker, bass tournament, run ride & roll, 
darts, basketball, washers, chili cook-off, etc. These 
events eventually brought our collection totals from 
$10,000 to over $40,000 in recent history.

Sunday, December 3, 2017, will mark my 30th 
annual MDA pool tournament. There will be com-
memorative T-shirts, plaques and prizes. Come out 
to the Pink Galleon at Fee Fee Rd. and Olive and be a 
part of this special event. Whether you shoot or not, 
it’s a fun afternoon to be a part of. Start the com-
ing holiday season off by supporting the branch and 
MDA. For details or more information, contact Nick 
Grillo at 636-338-4149.

30th AnnuAl mdA Pool tournAment APProAching 
… By nick GriLLo

30TH ANNUAL
1988-2017

DATE: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2017
PLACE: PINK GALLEON
 1243 CASTILLONS ARCADE PLAZA 
 (FEE FEE AND OLIVE)
 CREVE COEUR, MO 63141
TIME: SIGN UP 1 P.M.
 PLAY STARTS AT 1:30 P.M.
COST: $15 PER PERSON
For additional information, contact Nick Grillo at

(636) 338-4149

Nine Ball
Side Pocket
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G
 reetings from the Pointe! 
Fortunately, I have some 
good news to share with 

you from the Pointe this month! 
Congratulations to two carriers who 
recently retired. Steve Goggins sur-
prised us with his retirement at the 
end of April and John Lerch retired 
in August. I would like to share with 
you John’s inspirational retirement 
speech:

“First, I’d like to thank Bill Lister 
representing our union coming out 
here today. By the way I’m not the 
only one retiring, Bill Lister will be 
retiring after more than 40 years of 
service to the post office and our 
union. I’d also like to thank our 
union as a whole. Our union has 
had a large hand in why I’m able to 
retire at a relatively young age. They 
have fought for not only wages and 
benefits but for rights and privileges 
we have on the workroom floor. 
Don’t take these things for granted. 
Just because it’s always been this 
way doesn’t mean it’s always going 
to stay this way. I can’t count how 
many times I’ve heard a carrier 
say, “I’m getting out of the union” 
because of a ruling or judgement 
that didn’t go their way. This may 
happen to you down the line, but 
before you make the decision to get 
out of the union ask yourself two 
questions.

What would our work environ-
ment be like without our union? 
Is our union stronger with me in 
it? It’s black and white. There is no 
gray area here. We are fortunate to 
have fine shop stewards here. Use 
them. They will represent you well. 
Get involved. Stay connected. Read 

your Mound City Carrier and Postal 
Record. There is a lot of pertinent 
information in these publications 
that will benefit you throughout 
your career. This is not your post 
office but it is your union!

I’d also like to thank a gentleman 
by the name of John Rickoff. He was 
a senior carrier who took the time 
to explain to me what the Thrift 
Savings Plan was all about. I didn’t 
buy in at first but he was persistent. 
There is no doubt if it wasn’t for 
him, I’d be telling you all the same 
stale juvenile jokes for the next three 
and a half years. So, I guess all of 
you should be grateful to him also! 
Thank you, John! The lesson here 
being as senior carriers you know 
more than you think you know. Pass 
it on. It was tough when I broke in 
and it’s even tougher now.

As coworkers, have patience and 
respect for each other. Not every day 
is going to be your or your cowork-
er’s best day. You never know, that 
person next to you could turn into a 
lifelong friend. And lastly thanks to 
anyone who has had a hand in mak-
ing this day special for me. Coming 
soon to a lake near you. I’m out! 

Steve and John will be missed 
at the Pointe. Congratulations and 
enjoy your retirement!

Unfortunately, we learned of 
some sad news at Mac Pointe. Chris 
Watson’s wife was recently diag-
nosed with breast cancer. Letter 
carriers, clerks and management 
showed their support for Chris 
and his family by wearing pink 
breast cancer awareness pins. On 
Saturday, August 5, the Pointe was 
a sea of pink ribbons. One of our 

supervisors was shocked by the 
support shown. My response to her 
was, “We are carriers and this is 
our family. We support each other! 
It’s what we do.” Please keep Chris 
and his family in your thoughts and 
prayers.

In closing I would like to share 
a story with you. Recently a CCA 
at the Kirkwood Station delivered 
a very special parcel to a 4-year-old 
little girl on his route. The little girl’s 
name is Lani and the carrier has 
been a good friend of the family for 
years. The priority package con-
tained a wig for Lani. She is battling 
stage 4 cancer for the second time 
in her short little life. I chose to 
share this story with you because 
sometimes we get caught up with 
all the BS in the office and forget 
the importance of our jobs. Deliver 
in a safe and professional manner 
always. Take care when delivering 
parcels and be courteous to your 
customers. A smile goes a long way!

mAckenzie Pointe … By Vicki rohrBach

Retiring Mackenzie Pointe letter car-
rier John Lerch joins the “Last Punch 
Bunch.”
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mdA kickBAll tournAment … By marVin kinG “BLu” 

T
 o all who took part in our first kickball tournament — Kirkwood, Sappington, Jennings, Olivette, 
Clayton, and Chouteau Station — I, BLU ( Marvin King-Kirkwood Station), and co-coordinator 
Micadez Favors also of Kirkwood Station (don’t worry I can’t say his first name either, lol) would 

like to give a special thank you to the few who helped make this event an enjoyable one. Thank you for the 
experience once again to come together with fellow co-workers from around the gateway stations in support 
of a cause to raise money for MDA (Muscular Dystrophy Association) and have fun doing it. 

After expenses for the event with only five teams to participate where Jennings took first place, U City 
took second place and Kirkwood took third, as a whole we were able to raise $151 along with $56 for a raffle 
of Cardinal baseball tickets (donated by Branch 343) which totaled $207 for MDA. Wish we could have had 
more stations come out for a cause well worth it. We had fun with the few we had and the families that came 
out to watch. For when we gathered together we all became one big family remembering how as kids we could 
kick the ball into left field, no problem, but now barely make it back to the pitcher. But even if it was just for a 
day, we relived our childhood fun for that one common goal, to give back in support of those who may never 
kick a ball, run a base, or even sit to just enjoy the game. So thank you all for coming out and for those of you 
who didn’t make it out, you missed out. So, until we do it again next year, enjoy the rest of the year. Be safe. 
Put $1.50 away each month so you can participate, lol, but keep watch because there are other events through-
out the year in support of MDA.

I’m out!

First place winners from 
Jennings Station

Second place winners from University City Third Place winners from Kirkwood Station
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STANDARD TIME
RETURNS NOVEMBER 5
CHANGE YOUR CLOCK

CHANGE YOUR BATTERY

 23rd ANNUAL MdA TrIVIA  NITE
SUNday, JaNUary 14, 2018 (MLK Weekend)

1600 S. Broadway 63104  

 Doors open at 5:30 p.m. / Questions begin at 6 p.m.
The Night Includes:

Attendance Prizes•	
10 Rounds of Great Trivia Questions•	

Beer, Soda and Snacks all evening long•	
We will also have a Raffle and several Silent Auction Items•	

Tables of 6 or 8 — 
$20 per person in advance   $25 per person when paid on Jan. 14

 Make checks payable to Mda
For more information call John McLaughlin 

Union Hall: ph # 314-241-4297 
OR email: johnnymac@branch343.com

don’t wait!  We are sure to sell out again this year!

run ride & roll 2017 … By mike daVid

J
 une 25, 2017, was another beautiful sunny 
day to hold this year’s Run Ride & Roll 
event for MDA. We had a great turn out 

and raised over $900. Attendees Laura Lister won the 
Cardinal tickets (a special thanks to Branch 343 for 
donating them) and Tina Hunt won the Big Shark gift 
certificate.

Thank you to everyone who helped, donated and 
attended. Special thanks to Tom Becnel and Joe 
Politte, who once again arrived early to help me set 
up, and Tom, who also took care of the barbecuing 
duties. Thanks also to Tom Schulte for taking some 
great photos. Hope to see you all next year.

Br. 343 President Bill Lister looks on as Mike David pres-
ents a check to MDA Fundraising Coordinator Beau Trus-
sell for $905 from Mike’s Run Ride & Roll event for MDA.
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BRANCH MEETING
BRANCh 343, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

SEpTEMBER 14, 2017

Summary of Branch Action

Highlights

MSC To pay the branch bills. 
MSC That Branch 343 send our comp special-

ist Chet Drain to the NBA Regional OWCP 
training to be held in Kansas City on Sept. 17 
thru 19, and pay expenses.

The meeting was called to order at 7:41 p.m. The 
invocation and pledge of allegiance were led by Chet 
Drain and the minutes were read and accepted. Na-
tional Business Agent Mike Birkett informed us that 
we will begin local negotiations with some 220 locals 
throughout the four state region. Priority Sundays 
will begin taking off soon and we are looking to get 
more business. Prototype vehicles will be delivered 
next Monday and they are rumored to have a/c. He 
also remarked that he can no longer stay quiet about 
President Trump’s outrageous comments comparing 
Robert E. Lee to George Washington. In closing, he 
thanked President Lister for his steady leadership and 
friendship over the past 39 years.

Tom Schulte thanked the 40+ retirees who showed up for the ole timers’ picnic and invited President Lister 
to the next retirees’ meeting. Pam Stepney thanked all of those who helped at the recent Labor Day parade and 
picnic but regretted that many CCAs had to work that day. Mike Chenot informed us that they have received 
300,000 to 307,000 signatures, and counting, for the right-to-work petition. They also had a well-attended pa-
rade in Jefferson City to celebrate the petition. He thanked President Lister for his service. Chet Drain informed 
the CCAs they will not be able to enroll in the NALC Health Plan but will be able to join the USPS plan from 
now until October 19. He also asked that we always ask doctors if they take OWCP, and if they do, to call him 
at the hall and tell him. Tom Schulte reminded us about the rotating 2018 calendar in this month’s issue of the 
MCC. Richard Thurman reported that St. Louis is number one in vehicle accidents and number three in dog 
bites. He asked us to talk to the CCAs at each of our stations. Mike Weir reported that postal reform is still out 
there and hopes that we are all signed up as e-Activists. The Congressional Budget Office is trying to change our 
retirement. Under a point of privilege, he thanked President Lister for all his work over the years.

President Lister then broke from the regular meeting to then begin the nomination process for state del-
egates, national delegates, and for branch officers. He then appointed Mike McClimans as the Election Com-
mittees chairperson. Mr. McClimans then named the rest of the committee.

Exec. VP Barry Linan reminded us about the 30th annual MDA Golf Tournament being held on October 8, 2017. 
He stated he was still looking for more gifts, hole sponsors and teams for the tournament. He referred all those who 
wish to volunteer at the event to Judith Bitzer. He reminded us that management is watching carriers on the street 

New Members

Deceased Members

Recently Retired Members

Bryah L. Davis-Wallace . Affton ...................... 09-08-17
Shelly A. Tindall ............. Cuba ......................... 08-31-17
Danny L. Boley ............... Sikeston .................... 08-31-17
Jeri L. Nichols ................. Sikeston .................... 08-31-17
Stacey M. Lancaster ....... O’Fallon .................. 09-08-17
Keionda S. Miller ............ Maryville Gardens ..08-29-17
Ryan P. Pearson .............. Town & Country .....08-29-17
Mercedes S. Jones ........... O’Fallon ...................08-29-17
Brian P. Dudley .............. Affton .......................08-22-17

Lynne Miller ................... Rolla ......................... 07-22-17
André Hayes ................... Carrier Square .........09-01-17
Edward J. Roach Jr. ........ Southwest .................09-01-17

Jerome F. Allen ............... Retired ................... June 2017
Thomas M. Greer ........... Retired ............... March 2017
Stanley J. Taylor .............. Retired .............. August 2017
Kevin J. Riefle ................. Active .......................09-07-17
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and are putting them off the clock if they catch carriers with their doors open. He reported that at the Committee 
of Presidents meeting they learned the parties are considering another ‘RAP’ route adjustment process and that 
they have five vendors in mind for new postal vehicles. VP Rapisardo thanked BLU for the Kickball tournament 
and reminded us of the BBQ cook off. He then thanked President Lister for his contribution to the branch.

President Bill Lister remarked about his grandfather who was a carrier and his father who was a clerk. He 
reported of his decision to become a steward out in Fenton to take the heat off other carriers and place it on him. 
He recalled Charlie Coyle and John Haake put him on route inspections. He became vice president in 2003, then 
president of Branch 343 in 2009. He then announced he was retiring from the presidency as of that moment and 
was appointing Exec. VP Barry Linan to president of Branch 343. He handed the gavel to Mr. Linan and NBA 
Mike Birkett swore Mr. Linan into office. President Barry Linan thanked Bill Lister. He remarked about his con-
tinuous membership in the union from the day he started. He thanked John Haake, Keith Gentry, Ken Meyer, and 
Bill Lister for all they have done for him over the years. He then appointed Recording Secretary John McLaughlin 
to his position, executive vice president, and appointed Brian Litteken to the vacated recording secretary position. 

       Respectfully Submitted, 
       John “Johnny Mac” McLaughlin, Recording Secretary

Branch Meeting Attendance Prizes
Cards vs. Brewers Saturday 9/30 @ 3:15 p.m. Pamela Stepney, West County 1. 
AMC Gift Card $25 Kim Taylor, Kirkwood 2. 
Lowes Gift Card $25 Stuart East, Creve Coeur 3. 
50/50 winner $37 Derrick Williams, West County4. 



MOUND CITY CARRIER

 26   October 2017/MCC

Fi l l  ou t  and  ma i l  to :  John  H.  Haake ,  Branch  343
                Scho la rsh ip  Commi t tee
                1600  S .  Broadway
                S t .  Lou is ,  MO 63104

_____________________________________
Signature o f  NALC parent

member  (or  spouse i f  deceased)

___________________________   ________
	NALC	Parent ’s 	SS	number 	 Date

_________________________________
Signature of

Bra nch Of f icer

_________________________________
Title Date

(For Office Use Only) THIS FORM MUST BE POSTMARKED BY DEC. 31,  2017.

NOTICE FOR THE 2018
MISSOURI STATE ASSOCIATION OF LETTER CARRIERS

CHARLES J. COYLE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Date  _______________________________  (Please print clearly)

P lease  send ins t ruc t ions  as  to  how I  can  compete  fo r  a  scho la rsh ip  award .  I  w i l l  be  a  sen io r  in  the 
2017-2018 schoo l  year.

Application for the John H. Haake Scholarship Award

    (  r e t i r ed )
I  am the  (  son  )  o f  (  ac t i ve  )  l e t t e r  ca r r i e r  __________________________________
 (daugh te r )  ( deceased )   (Name)

My  name i s   _________________________ Home phone  _________________________

My  home add ress  i s  _______________________________________________________

C i t y  _______________________________  S ta te  _________________  Z ip  ____________

DATE _________________________________________________  
I am the son/daughter of active/retired/deceased letter carrier  ____________________________________________
of Branch # _____________ , state of Missouri. I am a high school senior in this 2017-2018 school year. Please 
send instructions as to how I can compete for a scholarship award.

NAME	OF	APPLICANT _____________________________________________________________________________________

HOME	ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY _________________________________________________ STATE ____________________ZIP _____________________

PHONE	NUMBER	( _______________) _________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE	OF	NALC	PARENT ___________________________________________________________________________

SS#	OF	NALC	PARENT ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
MAIL	COMPLETED	FORM	TO:	 MISSOURI	STATE	ASSOCIATION	OF	LETTER	CARRIERS
	 CHARLES	J.	COYLE	SCHOLARSHIP	COMMITTEE
 c/o Kevin Holmes, President 
 212 Strathmoor Way 
	 O’Fallon,	MO	63368-7227

NOTICE: MUST BE POSTMARKED BY DECEMBER 31, 2017. 
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Political Action Honor Roll

IS YOUR NAME LISTED?  WHY NOT?
SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS PAYABLE TO BRANCH 343, P.A.C.

MIKE WEIR
612 CHARLESTON OAKS DR. 

BALLWIN, MO 63021-7387(Donations are not tax deductible)

The above honor roll gives special recognition to those members who give $50 or more. Each star represents $100

MARION HARRISHHHHH 
JOE FITZJARRELLHH 
JOE POLITTEHH 

MIKE CHENOTHH 

MIKE BIRKETTH

KEN MEYERH

NICKI L. PRADOH

TOM SCHULTEH

JOHN HAAKEH

DARLENE TATEH 

ART BUCKHHH

CHARLES SCANLONHH 
DAN BRAUCHLEHH 

DERRICK WILLIAMSHH 

BARRY LINANH

GENO IBERGH

BILL LISTERH

DICK LEONGH

TIFFANY HAGERH

MIKE WEIRHH 
TONY JASPERHH 
JOSEPH P. REGANHH

MICHAEL McCOYH

TOM HARMANH

TOM DEGEAREH

HENRY DEIBELH

JAMES O’DAYH

DEAN WERNERH

GERALD GALLEANOHH 

ROBERT FLAHERTYHH

CATHERINE CIARAMITAROHH

LAWRENCE McHAYNES JRH

JAMES KLUEMPERSH

JOHN BUCHHEITH

STEPHANIE STEWARTH

LAURA KEIMH  

RAMONA DROEGEH 

CLIF NELSON
SARONDA SUTHERLAND
ROCKY RAKOWIECKI
KEVIN WELBY
BILL JIMAS

ROY HATCHARD JR. 
LEONA BRYSON
ROBERT RAPISARDO
LYNN RAY PRATT
DON CHARTRAND

MICHAEL JENNINGS
FRANK ENLOW
ROBERT STEEL
JOHN SAMUELSON 

SAM GOODMAN
LAWRENCE McHAYNES JR.
LARRY STREIB
CHET DRAIN

Catherine Ciaramitaro
Chet Drain

Brian Litteken
Raymond Schlereth

Bob Ruester Gary Robertson

The Mound City Carrier is seeking qualified writers and editors to 
join the Mound City Carrier staff. If you, or someone you know has 
written or published and would be interested in joining our National 
Award Winning publication please contact me or any member of the 
current staff.

The Mound City Carrier has been in continuous publication for 
nearly 69 years. We have been and continue to be the voice of 
Branch 343. Our efforts are to keep you informed and enlightened. 
We stand against intolerance and injustice perpetrated against all 

letter carriers and we seek progress and reform to secure a better working environment for all letter 
carriers.

If you would like to join our staff to continue our journey, please contact me at my home phone number 
636-255-3057.

        Tom Schulte
        Managing Editor
        Mound City Carrier
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Dan J. Gould
BRANCH 343

—OFFICERS—
Barry Linan .................................... President
John McLaughlin ... Executive Vice President/

Treasurer
Robert Rapisardo ................... Vice President/

Financial Secretary
Brian Litteken ................. Recording Secretary
Derrick Williams ............... Sergeant-at-Arms
Saronda Sutherland ............... Collector, MBA
Chet Drain ........ Health Benefits Representative

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Marvin Booker Tina Hunt
Stuart East Frank Enlow

Richard Thurman

CORRESPONDENT POSTAL RECORD
Tom Schulte

MEMBER-AT-LARGE
NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE

Joe Regan Kiesha Wiley
Richard Brown Pam Stepney

DELEGATES TO THE ST. LOUIS 
LABOR COUNCIL

Mike Chenot Barry Linan
Frank Enlow Bill Lister
John McLaughlin Pam Stepney

Mike Weir

MOUND CITY CARRIER
Published monthly by Branch 343

National Association of Letter Carriers
Contents may be reproduced by NALC

publications — Just mention Branch 343.

STAFF
Tom Schulte  ........................ Managing Editor
John McLaughlin ................................. Editor
Clif Nelson ................................. Asst. Editor
Brian Litteken ............................ Asst. Editor

 
ADVISORY BOARD

Barry Linan 
John McLaughlin

All correspondence and all articles      
intended for publication in this paper    

should be addressed to:
John McLaughlin, Editor

1600 S Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104-3806

Phone: (314) 241-4297

All copy should be TYPED in upper and 
lower case, double spaced and written on  
one side only. Articles are to be limited         

to 250 words and must be signed. 

Opinions expressed intend no malice toward anyone — 
neither do they necessarily express the views of the editor 
nor that of Branch 343 N.A.L.C.

Articles may be edited for brevity and potential libelous 
statements.

LETTER CARRIERS BUILDING
BRANCH OFFICE

1600 S Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63104-3806

(314) 241-4297

 Hours: 8 am - 4:30 pm (M-F)
  8 am - Noon (Sat)

 Fax: (314) 241-2738

 Website: www.branch343.org

RETIRED MEMBERS MEETING
LETTER CARRIERS BUILDING

1600 S Broadway
1st Wednesday of the month.

Lunch at noon, meeting at 12:45 pm

Tom Schulte, Chairman ...................... (636) 255-3057
Ray Breakfield, Vice Chairman ......... (573) 358-5266
Clif Nelson, Treasurer ......................... (314) 355-4600
Tom Schulte, Recording Secretary .... (636) 255-3057

FEMALE LETTER CARRIERS 
REPRESENTATIVE

Robinette Hensley, Creve Coeur
(314) 432--8211

EEO REPRESENTATIVE
Robinette Hensley — (314) 432--8211

HEALTH BENEFITS HOT LINE
Chet Drain — Hall: (314) 241-4223

Tuesday 8 am to 4:30 pm

COMPENSATION HOT LINE
Chet Drain — Hall: (314) 241-4223

Wednesday 8 am to 4:30 pm

SAFETY & HEALTH
Richard Thurman, Creve Coeur

(314) 432-8211

VETERANS CONSULTANT
Mike David — (314) 241-4297

FOR LOW COST NALC INSURANCE
Saronda Sutherland, MBA

(314) 535-2850

NBA OFFICE
Mike Birkett — (314) 985-8040

Deadline for articles for 
the NOVEMBER issue is

OCTOBER 17, 2017

H H H

REGUL AR BR ANCH MEETING
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017

7:30 pm

H H H

SHOP STEWARDS MEETING
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2017

The Letter Carriers Building
1600 S Broadway
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