MOUND CIT Y CARRIER

BRANCH MEETING
Branch 343, St. Louis, Missouri
June 8, 2017

Summary of Branch Action
MSC To pay the branch bills.
MSC That the branch purchase a Blues 12-game
plan for two tickets, costing no more than
$1,500, with the St. Louis Blues for 12 home
games during the 2017-2018 season.
MSC That Branch 343 send the president or his
designee along with one other officer to the
National Rap Session on June 13 and 14 of
2017 and pay their expenses.

Highlights

Recently Retired Members
Roy C. Lawrence............... Creve Coeur........... 06-02-17
Todd L. O’Neill................. Des Peres................. 05-31-17
David F. Bartholomew..... So. County............... 05-31-17
Keith R. Albers................. West County.......... 06-02-17
Robert J. Hilmes............... Kirkwood................ 05-31-17
Steven M. Mechler........... Affton...................... 05-31-17

Deceased Members
Eugene A. Berkbigler....... Gold Card............... 09-06-14
Kenneth J. Breeden.......... Gold Card.......................2012
Vernon R. Dickerson....... 60 Year......................01-31-14
Frank J. Engel................... 60 Year.....................01-01-09
Donald H. Diederich........ Gold Card................06-18-15
James W. Jones................. Gold Card..................11-2013
Ernest V. Kneib................. Gold Card................ 01-24-12
William J. Lenihan........... 60 Year............................2012
Louis H. Mueller.............. Gold Card................08-29-15
Earl Tankins..................... Gold Card................ 10-23-14

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. The
invocation and pledge of allegiance were led by Chet
Drain and the minutes were read and accepted. Regions
3, 5, and 7 Workers’ Compensation Assistant Dave
Teegarden informed members to go to the national
website (nalc.org) to find further details concerning the
tentative agreement that has been reached. He further
informed us that under President Trump’s proposed 2018 budget: letter carriers would pay $3,600 more into their
TSP, retirees’ COLAs would be eliminated, and our retirement annuity would be based on our high-five not highthree. He also told us that a possible cure for one strain of Muscular Dystrophy may have been found.
Mike Chenot informed us that, as he predicted at last month’s meeting, the Missouri legislature has stopped
the minimum wage increase in St. Louis that was going to raise the minimum wage in St. Louis up to $10 an hour.
The Missouri legislature also passed the Project Labor Agreement (PLA) which will create lower wages and unsafe
working conditions. Chet Drain informed us that, under the tentative agreement, CCAs will still be able to sign up
with the Postal Services Health Plan (United Health Care) but that coverage for Self+1 and Family will be greatly
improved: Tom Schulte reported that there were about 125 in attendance for Ole Timers’ Day and to watch for
information on the 125th anniversary picnic we will be having in conjunction with the Labor Day Parade.
Richard Thurman reported that 98 carriers have been bit in the last three months and there were 4,000
accidents in the last four months. This is an excessive amount. He warned us about wearing headphones and
talking on your phones as you deliver mail. As a result, supervisors will be out checking on carriers.
Mike Weir reported the Postal Service reaped a $12 million profit for the second quarter of fiscal 2017
which brings the total Postal Service profit to some $3.7 billion since 2014. The deadline for the Right to
Work sign-up petitions is August 28. VP-Financial Sec. Bob Rapisardo reported that both a new CCA relative
standing list and a new career seniority list can be found on our website (branch343.org). President Bill Lister
informed the membership that the tentative contract will be mailed to each member for ratification with bold
letters denoting the changes from the previous contract. He believes it will pass with 85 percent approval.
							
Respectfully Submitted
							
John “Johnny Mac” McLaughlin, Recording Secretary
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